MEN OF POWER
stood it might continue to be preached. The Thirty
Years' War stirred him, as it stirred all defenders of
the rights of the people in those days. That he read the
current books about it seems certain from the fact that
in his own later military campaigns he used not only
many of the tactics employed by Gustavus but also
the same moral principles and, in some instances, the
very words of the great Swedish commander. Thus
in his desert years he disciplined himself in body, mind,
and spirit. To such disciplined men a people turns for
leadership in times of desperation.
Toward the end of this period a generous inheritance
from his maternal uncle, Sir Thomas Steward, freed
him from the pinch of poverty and enabled him to
move .to Ely, the cathedral town of Huntingdonshire.
There for the next four years he cared for the es-
tate that had been left to him and endeavored to carry
on his uncle's civic and charitable enterprises. These
included the management of the cathedral proper-
ties, the care of the poor, and the defense of the neigh-
boring small landowners. The latter were in danger
of losing their pasturage through a large flooding and
drainage scheme projected by a group of wealthy men
known as "Adventurers/* Cromwell championed the
cause of the small landowners, interviewed officials,
petitioned the government, and made speeches in their
behalf, He brought suit against the "Adventurers"
and held off their project for five years until the King
himself intervened, taking over the drainage project
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